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ROTARY CLUB OF HOUGHTON LAKE 

Background 

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake was chartered in June of 1987. 

Current Rotary Club of Houghton Lake members Terry Anderson, Charlie Berg, Lou
Boggs,  Jim Deamud,  Dick  Follrath,  Steve Hunter,  Darrell  Milner,  Tom Moreau,  and
Randy Seymour were charter members of the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake in July of
1986. 

Over  the years,  the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has played a vital  role in  many
community projects. Two of the largest projects of the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake
have  been  the  development  of  the  local  soccer  fields  and  the  Happy  Landings
Playground. More than $40,000 was put into these endeavors. We continue to embark
on our largest project, a public park in Denton Township with over $84,000 invested to
date. The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has provided thousands of dollars to local
college-bound high school students. Funding is derived from member contributions and
the community's support of Rotary activities. 

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake meets Monday at 12:15 pm at Coyle's Restaurant
with a current active membership of forty-one (41) members. 

Consistent with Rotary International philosophy, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake, in
addition  to  conducting  weekly  meetings,  has  major  initiatives  in  club,  community,
vocational, and international activities. Examples of each will be presented later with an
explanation  of  how  individual  members  have  played  a  key  role  in  meeting  club
objectives.  Our  Rotarians  are  recognized  as  leaders  within  the  Houghton  Lake
community. 

More information about the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake (including an archive of our
weekly  bulletin  “The  Houghton  Lake  Rotarian”) can  be  found  on  the  Internet  at
www.hlrotary.org.
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GOVERNING BODY 

The governing body of the Club is: the President, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer,
Immediate  Past  President  and  chairmen  for  Membership,  Public  Relations,  Rotary
Foundation,  and  Local  &  International  Service  Projects.   All  director  positions  are
elected for one year. They begin serving in July of each year. 

General Meetings 

Time: 12:15 pm
Place: Coyle’s Restaurant
Day: Mondays

Board Meetings 

Time: 12:00 pm
Place: Zito’s Restaurant
Day: Second Wednesday of each month

Meeting locations,  times,  and dates are periodically  reviewed by the membership to
assure  that  meetings  are  conveniently  scheduled.  Meals  are  served,  business  is
conducted,  and  an  informational  program  is  presented.  (All  in  the  spirit  of  great
fellowship!) 

Cost to Members 

Initiation Fee: $20 

Quarterly Dues: $100

The above represents the routine cost for members. 

25$ Donations to the Rotary Foundation are encouraged with quarterly dues.

Avenues Of Service

Rotary  International  defines  four  “Avenues  of  Service”  to  direct  club  activities  and
projects;  Vocational,  Community,  Club,  and  International.  Rotarians  are  asked  to
choose  a  primary  and  secondary  avenue.  Each  avenue  has  a  chairperson  and
members meet the last regular meeting of each month during “Club Assembly” to plan
and discuss projects.
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CLUB SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Annual Golf Tournament Fund Raiser

The Houghton Lake Rotary Golf  Tournament has been an annual fund-raiser for the
club since it’s charter year in 1986. It was held on the third Wednesday of June each
year  at  the  White  Deer  Country  Club  in  Prudenville,  MI  (owner  Dick  Brown  is  a
Houghton Lake Rotarian).  Attendance for the day long tournament had continued to
dwindle in the last few years due to pressure from a growing number of other fund-
raiser golf outings and tired format restrictions. Rotarians were previously required to
work the day-long outing and were prohibited from participating in the “stag” (men only)
tournament.  A  change  was  needed.  Rotarian  Ron  Homan  chaired  a  golf  outing
committee that took on the task of reinvigorating the diminishing Houghton Lake Rotary
Golf Outing. The solution was to change the format to an afternoon “mixed” scramble
format that allowed women and Rotarians to participate (Rotarians could play if they
sold an additional $100 in raffle tickets and procured a foursome). 

2006-07 Goal: 100% member participation. Raise $10,000

Annual Silent Auction Fund Raiser

The  largest  fund-raiser  for  the  Rotary  Club  of  Houghton  Lake  is  the  annual  Silent
Auction held in the spring. The first Silent Auction took place in 2000 and each year it
has raised over $20,000 to help support The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake’s various
community and world projects. The 2006 Houghton Lake Rotary Silent Auction was held
Saturday,  April  29,  2006  at  the  Houghton  Lake  Quality  Inn  with  a  Pirate  theme.
Rotarians are expected to procure a minimum dollar amount of auction items and assist
in  the set-up,  operation,  and clean up of  the auction.  This past  year’s  event  raised
nearly $23,000 for the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake.

2006-07 Goal: 100% member participation. Raise $25,000

Spouse Appreciation Night

Each spring, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake holds a “Spouse Appreciation” night to
thank the spouses of Rotarians for putting up with the hard work Rotarians commit to
projects each year. The evening includes fellowship, food, and entertainment.

2006-07 Goal: 20th Club Anniversary party with the Roscommon Rotary Club!
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Interact Student Guests

Each week, two Interact students join Houghton Lake Rotarians at the regular luncheon
meeting at Coyle’s restaurant. This helps to keep the lines of communication open and
awareness of the activities and projects of each club.

2006-07 Goal: 100% Interact member participation.

Membership

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has a current active membership of 41 members. 

2006-07 Goal: Increase active membership by a net of 3 active members.

Weekly Program

The weekly program schedule is maintained by Rotarian Lou Boggs and the Program
assignment for the next eight weeks is published each week in the bulletin/newsletter.

2006-07 Goal: Interesting & entertaining weekly programs.

Weekly Bulletin/ Newsletter

Each week, Rotarian Stacey Barnes publishes the club bulletin “The Houghton Lake
Rotarian”.  The  Houghton  Lake  Rotarian  contains  a  recap  of  the  previous  weeks
program,  Rotary  International  news,  club  membership  and  project  assignment
information, and Interact club membership and information.

2006-07 Goal: Continue to publish an informative & entertaining newsletter.

Club Web Site

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has maintained a web site at www.hlrotary.org since
1998. Rotarian and Webmaster Gary Gandolfi  keeps the web site updated with club
membership, project information, club history, an archive of the Houghton Lake Rotarian
bulletin/newsletter, and critical project documents for availability to club members.

2006-07 Goal: Keep the club web site up to date and accurate.
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VOCATIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Life Leadership Conference 

Rotary District 6290 conducts a Rotary Leadership Conference for youth. This four-day
conference provides a unique opportunity for selected youth to participate first hand in
stimulative discussions in the area of trust, integrity, attitudes, and leadership qualities. 

Attendees are selected on the basis of academics and service activities. For the 2006
LLC, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake sponsored one student conferees. 

2006-07 Goal: Send four students to the 2007 LLC.

STRIVE

STRIVE is a program that recognizes and rewards students, academically ranked in the
lower  one-third  of  the  senior  class,  who  demonstrate  their  desire  for  success  by
achievement in three areas: academics, attendance and attitude.

To be eligible, students must be in their senior year at Houghton Lake High School and
fill out a commitment form available at the orientation meeting or from the counseling
office.

Regular meetings are  held with  STRIVE scholars to provide tutoring,  discuss areas
where they need assistance, and recognize achievement. Strive scholars can receive
cash incentives when completing a semester with passing grades.

The top three scholars will also receive scholarships. The third most improved scholar
will receive $250 in tuition assistance, the second most improved will receive $500 in
assistance, and the most improved will receive a scholarship of $750 for tuition, fees
and books. Each will receive additional tuition assistance at Mid Michigan Community
College or Kirtland Community College. For 2006 a $500 scholarship was awarded to
Alyssa Harding and a $750 scholarship was awarded to Jennifer DenBoer.

2006-07 Goal: Improve the academic standing of ten underachieving students
and award three scholarships with tuition assistance.
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Vocational Award

Each year, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake recognizes a person in our community for
“Outstanding  service  to  his  or  her  vocation  and  community“.  Rotarians  submit
candidates with a description of why they would make a great example of their vocation.
The Rotary board approves a list of candidates. The Rotary membership selects the
recipient who will  receive a plaque to recognize this prestigious award. The 2005-06
Vocational Award winners were P.J. Steeby and Denise MacKenzie.

2006-07 Goal: Select and present a local vocational award.

Student Scholarships

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake annually presents $4,000 in scholarship money to
graduating Houghton Lake High School students.  Five $750 scholarships are awarded
including two academic, one vocational, and two for participation in the Interact Club.
One $250 scholarship is awarded for the Miss Houghton Lake Spirit award.

2006-07 Goal: Award $4,000 to 2007 HLHS graduates.

Houghton Lake High School Career Day

Every  other  year,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Houghton  Lake  sponsors  a  Career  Day  at
Houghton  Lake  High  School.  Students  are  surveyed  weeks  in  advance  for  career
interests. Based on the results of the survey, career presenters are contacted to talk to
students about their respective career. The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake sponsored a
Career Day in 2005. 

2006-07 Goal: Investigate  a  new  Career  Day  format  under  the  direction  of
Houghton Lake High School.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Houghton Lake  Rotary Roscommon County Community Foundation

In 2000, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake established a permanent endowment fund
through the Roscommon County Community Foundation. Currently the endowment has
a  balance  of  $  30,890.00  with  $  4,254.00  available  for  distribution.  An  Advisory
Committee  made  up  of  Houghton  Lake  Rotarians  will  determine  how the  available
money is distributed annually.

2006-07 Goal: Distribute $ 4,254.00 in available endowment distribution funds to
worthy Roscommon County projects.

Habitat For Humanity Blitz Build

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has assisted the Roscommon County Habitat For
Humanity in the completion of nine new homes in the last nine years. Two homes were
completed  at  the  same  time  in  1998  and  1999.  “Blitz-builds”  in  2000  and  2001
completed new homes in under 15 hours and set  1st and 2nd place Michigan Habitat For
Humanity build records. On May 20th, 2005, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake assisted
the Roscommon County Habitat for Humanity in completing a home in 12 hours 46
minutes! Houghton Lake Rotarian Jim Kent is the President of the Roscommon Habitat
For Humanity and Houghton Lake Rotarian Misty Klatt is the Executive Director.

2006-07 Goal: Investigate support of a new Rotary/Habitat blitz-build.

Rotary / Interact – Houghton Lake Area Bike Rodeo

In 1998, The Houghton Lake Area Bike Rodeo was at risk of cancellation. The acting
Bike Rodeo coordinators could no longer devote the time needed to continue the annual
event. The Houghton Lake Rotary Club and HLHS Interact Club agreed to co-sponsor
the Houghton Lake Area Bike Rodeo to continue this important community service. The
Bike Rodeo  teaches  children in  grade K-5 important  bike  safety,  inspects  bikes for
repair or adjustments, registers bikes with the State Police, fingerprint ID children with
the county Sheriff, and provides helmets to children who do not have one or have a
helmet that  no longer fits  properly.  Kiwanis,  Lions,  and many community volunteers
support this project.

2006-07 Goal: Sponsor another successful Houghton Lake Area Bike Rodeo.
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Adopt-A-Highway

The Rotary  Club  of  Houghton  Lake  is  an  active  Adopt-A-Highway  sponsor  for  the
section of M-55 running from US-127 to Federal Rd. in Houghton Lake.

2006-07 Goal: 100% member participation.

Houghton Lake Rotary / Denton Township Soccer Fields

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake was the major contributor to the “Houghton Lake
Rotary / Denton Township Soccer Fields”. Four fields were completed in 1999. 

2006-07 Goal: No goal as project is completed.

Rotary Park

After Rotary spent 6 years and a lot of money developing a Soccer complex we thought
that a nice place to picnic and play would enhance the work that had already been done
at the Soccer fields. After obtaining approximately 17 acres from the State of Michigan
the club embarked on an ambitious project to establish nature trails, playground areas,
parking and a 40 X 80 picnic pavilion with picnic tables and grills. Phase 2 of this project
included electricity, well, and restrooms. We have invested $71,000 to complete phases
one and two of the project. Phase 3 will complete parking, establish nature trails, and
install  playground  equipment.  Future  projects  may focus  on  acquiring  50  additional
acres from the State of Michigan.

2006-07 Goal: Complete Phase 3 of the project and hold a free public picnic.

Citizen of the Year Award

Each year, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake will recognize a person in our community
who exemplifies the Rotary motto “Service Above Self“. Rotarians submit candidates
with a description of why they would make a great “Citizen of the Year”. The Rotary
board approves a list of candidates. The Rotary membership selects the recipient who
will  receive  a plaque to  recognize  this  prestigious award.  The 2006 Rotary Club of
Houghton Lake Citizen of the Year was Ron Homan.

2006-07 Goal: Award a local Citizen of the Year.
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Local Organization Support

The  Rotary  Club  of  Houghton  Lake  supports  many  local  community  service
organizations  with  funds  and/or  volunteer  support.  Supported  local  organizations
include:

American Cancer Society Relay For Life

Artesia Youth Park

Bobcat Boosters

Habitat for Humanity

Houghton Lake Historical Society

Houghton Lake Ambassadors of Music

Lions Club Halloween Party

New Day Preschool

Project Hope

River House Shelter

Roscommon County Community Foundation

Tip Up Town

Wertz Warriors

2006-07 Goal: Maintain support for local organizations.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

 Rotary International Foundation Support

Each July, the Rotary Club of Houghton Lake makes a $1000 donation to recognize the
outgoing club president as a Paul Harris Fellow.  Rotarians are encouraged to add a
donation to the Rotary Foundation when paying their quarterly dues. In 2006, outgoing
Rotary President John Stark was recognised as a Paul Harris Fellow.

2006-07 Goal: Sponsor another Paul Harris Fellow and increase individual
member Foundation support.

  Long-term Inbound Exchange Students

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has sponsored eight long-term and four short-term
inbound exchange students.  Our 2004-2005 inbound student, Yuga Hatta, was from
Japan.

2006-07 Goal: Work to secure an inbound student for the 2006-2007 club year.

  Long-term Outbound Exchange Students

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has sponsored three short-term and two long-term
outbound  exchange  students.  Trisha  Ancel  was  the  club’s  first  outbound  long-term
exchange student in 1999. Trisha visited Brazil during her one-year exchange. Jennifer
Wagner was the club’s second outbound long-term exchange student in 2002. Jennifer
visited Finland during her one-year exchange.

2006-07 Goal: Work with the school to develop interest in the Rotary long-term
outbound exchange student program.

International Disaster Support

The Rotary Club of  Houghton Lake has stepped up to support  many disaster relief
programs both sponsored by Rotary International and by other organizations.

2006-07 Goal: Support Rotary disaster relief programs when needed.
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   Polio Plus

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has met and surpassed the District 6290 request for
support. Individual members pledged support that was invoiced during quarterly dues.
Regular quarterly dues include a $25 reminder to maintain the $100 annual Paul Harris
Sustaining Member status.

2006-07 Goal: Continue Rotary PolioPlus support until global success.

Ambassadorial Scholarship

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake sponsored Ambassadorial Scholarship candidate
Sean Swider who achieved designation as District alternate in 1998. A new candidate is
currently being investigated.

2006-07 Goal: Identify and select a new Ambassadorial Scholarship candidate.

Group Study Exchange

The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake has yet to sponsor outbound GSE members or host
an inbound GSE team.

2006-07 Goal: Investigate involvement in hosting an inbound GSE team.

WCS – Haiti Water Filter / Lab in a Suitcase / Seabrook Challenge

The Rotary  Club of  Houghton Lake has been an active  contributor  to the Rockford
Rotary Club’s Haiti water filter and Lab in a Suitcase projects. Last year, 19 Houghton
Lake Rotarians participated in the Seabrook Water Challenge and we continue to strive
for  100% member  participation.  This  year,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Houghton  Lake  has
budgeted $2,500 for WCS projects. In February 2006, Houghton Lake Rotarians Debbie
Banks & Bob Gandolfi  travelled  to  the Dominican Republic  for the Rockford Rotary
Dominican/Haiti Water Filter program.

2006-07 Goal: Continue to support Rotary Clean Water programs.
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Dominican School Breakfast Program

When Rotarians Debbie Banks and Bob Gandolfi were in the Dominican Republic, they
were introduced to a small public school for children with no other access to education.
The Rotary Club of Houghton Lake joined four other Rotary Clubs to provide breakfast
for the 130 students in 2006 and 2007. Each club will sponsor breakfast for one day of
the week at a cost of $ 1,560.00 / year. For some students, this will be the only meal
they receive each day.

2006-07 Goal: Continue sponsoring the Dominican School Breakfast program..
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INTERACT 

The Houghton  Lake  High  School  Interact  club is  sponsored  by the  Rotary  Club  of
Houghton Lake and was chartered on May 5,1995. 

Interact was launched by the Rotary International Board of Directors in 1962. Interact
clubs provide opportunities for boys and girls of secondary school age (14-18) to work
together in a world fellowship of service and international understanding. Every Interact
club  must  be  sponsored  and  supervised  by  a  Rotary  Club  and  must  plan  annual
projects of service to its school; community and in the world. 

"Interactors" develop skills in leadership and attain practical experience in conducting
service projects,  thereby learning the satisfaction that comes form serving others. A
major goal  of Interact is  to provide opportunities for young people to create greater
understanding and goodwill with youth throughout the world. 

The Houghton Lake High School Interact club has sponsored a child in India from the
club's  charter  in  1995  through  present.  The  HLHS  Interact  Club  co-sponsors  the
Houghton Lake Area Bike Rodeo among other projects. 

2006-2007 HLHS INTERACT OFFICERS &  CHAIRMEN

 

President Malory Clock 

Past President Amanda Davis

President Elect TBD

Secretary TBD

Treasurer TBD

Senior Director TBD

Junior Director TBD

Sophomore Director TBD

Freshmen Director TBD 
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2006-2007 ROTARY OFFICERS &  CHAIRMEN

President Debbie Banks
Past President John Stark
President Elect Carolyn Krompetz
President Nominee
Secretary Rhonda Lamberg
Treasurer Bob Gandolfi
Sgt. At Arms David Hanson / Denise MacKenzie

Club Membership Carolyn Krompetz
Rotary Foundation Vickie Kalmbach
Local Projects Anita Sheppard
International Projects Amy Hance
Newsletter/bulletin Stacey Barnes 
Strive
Program Lou Boggs
Public Relations Gary Gandolfi

2006-2007 ROTARY MEMBERSHIP

Terry Anderson-PP Debbie Banks-PE Stacey Barnes
Charlie Berg Lou Boggs Dick Brown
Bill Collin James Deamud Allison Docherty
Dick Follrath Sindy Fuller Bob Gandolfi-PP
Gary Gandolfi-PP Rick Hacker Amy Hance
David Hanson Ron Homan Steve Hunter
Vickie Kalmbach Jim Kent Mist Klatt
Carolyn Krompetz Rhonda Lamberg Dave Lamer
Denise MacKenzie Dan McGregor Tom McNamara-PP
Darrell Milner-PP Tom Moreau-PP Bill Oliver-PP
Bob Pacella Karen Patterson Tom Rose
Randy Seymour-PP Dick Shay Anita Sheppard
Bert Sisson Barb Souder-PP Phillip Spicer-PP
John Stark-P Sheryl Tester Rodney Walker
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