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“Today it is my honor to introduce to you an individual 
that we Rotarians have chosen to honor with our voca-
tional award.  He has truly represented his industry with 
honor and gone well beyond the expected. 

He was born and raised in sunny California.  He has 
spent 30 years of his life in the telecommunications 
industry beginning his career in high school washing 
telephone booths part-time and then advancing in that 
industry to become the founder and president of a tele-
phone service company based in Hamtramck. 

He’s lived in many different states and traveled to 
numerous countries in pursuit of his career goals.  
Through his extensive travels to just about every state 
in the union, the Philippines and Mexico, he has gained 
a great appreciation for the diversity of many cultures, 
fine dining, and unusual food as well as meeting a vari-
ety of interesting people. 

Livonia, Michigan has served as home for a large 
portion of his life, however, Houghton Lake has always 
been his retreat.  He enjoyed a small weekend cabin on 
Houghton Lake for many years, so following his retire-
ment from LDMI in 1998 he decided to purchase a full-
time residence in the Lake James area.  Soon thereaf-
ter, he ended his short retirement by purchasing the 
Maple Valley Restaurant.  We might question his sanity 
on this cold and blowing winter day, but the restaurant 
industry always interested him.  

  

Well, so much for retirement! 
 

Presently, his daughter Tara and her husband, Eric, 
and their two daughters, Ashton and Ramsey, live in 
Northern Florida and his son Rob lives in San Fer-
nando, California.  Visiting them all is something he 
enjoys greatly and looks forward to doing often.   

Today we honor Steve Sheldon with our vocational 
award for his leadership in establishing the annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner, as well as his overall community 
involvement and leadership.  Please join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Steven Sheldon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .” 

 

“We would be remiss if we didn’t also recognize one 
of our own today.  It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Steve’s partner in kind. 

Born and raised in Goshen, Indiana, he was em-
ployed by an electric service company for 20 years, 
prior to starting his present career.  His hobbies have 
included ski patrol, karate, and boating as well as mem-
bership in the Houghton Lake Rotary Club, American 
Legion, and Elks Club.  Leadership and enthusiasm are 
his greatest qualities.  His community involvement in-
cludes serving as a director for the Roscommon County 
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Rotary/Interact Calendar 
 

·  Board meeting—April 11, 2005 

·  Silent Auction—April 16, 2005 @ Quality Inn 

·  Rotary track meet—May 14, 2005 

·  Rotary Golf outing—June 15, 2005 

·  RI Annual Convention—June 18-22, 2005 

·  District conference—Sept 28—October 1, 2005 
 

Visitors Bureau with a primary goal of making Ros-
common County a primary travel destination again. 

Our vocational co-nominee had the misfortune to 
lose both of his parents within 3 months of each 
other 7 years ago.  Life seemed rocky for quite 
some time following this tragic event for our fellow 
Rotarian.  However, life it seems has a way of com-
pensating for the tragedy it throws at all of us from 
time to time.  Following his life-altering event, our 
nominee had the great fortune to meet his life part-
ner and shortly thereafter moved to the Oscoda 
area to assist her with the management of a bed 
and breakfast.  This move seemed to be a natural 
fit.  Following their union 5 years ago, an opportu-
nity presented itself here in the Houghton Lake 
area to purchase a bed and breakfast business of 
their very own.  Together they have thrown them-
selves into the mission of completely renovating 
this establishment with the goal of providing the 
finest bed and breakfast accommodations in our 
area.  In my opinion, mission accomplished! 

Two years ago, these lovebirds began their most 
important work—that of establishing a family.  Pres-
ently they are the proud parents of daughter, Leah, 
19 months of age, and I hear tell there is another 
on the way—maybe June.  My, how fast 5 years 
flies by when there is work to be done!” 

 
“Let us all join together and congratulate Matt 

Grover and Steve Sheldon who have set aside their 
day-to-day competition in the food service industry 
to establish a great benefit for our entire commu-
nity.  These two are outstanding examples of life 
leadership for our children to emulate.” 
 



March 21, 2005 retrospect: 
 

Program: Rotary Auction preparation 
Interact Guests: Kelsey Barber, Mary Domsitz, Paige Warden 
Other Guests: Yuga Hatta, Susie Allen, Kiley Hawes 
Birthday: Darrell Milner 

Terry Anderson-PP 
Debbie Banks-PN 

Stacey Barnes 
Charlie Berg 
Lou Boggs 
Dick Brown 
Gavin Carnegie 
Bill Collin 
Bret Cook 
Robbyn Cudney 
Jim Deamud 
Allison Docherty 
Dick Follrath 
Sindy Fuller 
Bob Gandolfi-PP 
Gary Gandolfi-PP 
Art Gonzalez-PP 
Matt Grover 

Rotary Membership: 

Rick Hacker 
Amy Hance 
David Hanson 
Ron Homan 
Steve Hunter 
Vickie Kalmbach 
Jim Kent 
Carolyn Krompetz 
Rhonda Lamberg 
Dave Lamer 
Denise MacKenzie 
Dan McGregor 
Greg McMillan 
Tom McNamara-PP 
Darrell Milner-PP 
Tom Moreau-PP 
Marv Myers  
Bill Oliver-PP 

Bob Pacella 
Karen Patterson 
Randy Seymour-P 
Anita Sheppard 
Bert Sisson 
Barb Souder-PP 
Phillip Spicer-PP 
John Stark-PE 

Brenda Szach 
Sheryl Tester 
Wendy Turner 
Rodney Walker 
Laurie Wallin-PP 

Interact Membership: 
Jacqueline Hallauer 
Ashley Hamel 
Leanna Harvey 
Brittany Herbst 
Tiffany Jones 
Andrea King 
Jessie Lee 
Kelly Lepper 
Sarah Lockhart 
Jessica McClenathan 
Kelly McGurk 
Nicole Mieske 
Wendy Nielson 
Rhonda Nieman 
Alex Randall 
Tori Sampson 

Evan Barber 
Kelsey Barber 
Annie Clayton 
Devon Clifford 
Malory Clock 
Megan Clock 
Courtney Cole 
Amanda Davis 
Mary Domsitz 
Megan Drogt 
Shantel Estevez 
Michelle Fitzgerald 
Peirsen Forbes 
Natalie Foster 
Stephanie Foster 
Amy Gancitano 

Mindy Saxton 
Ryan Seaford 
Sara Silva 
Rick Silva 
Eric Spearman 
Brian Suchowesky 
Alan Terrian 
Jessi Tharp 
Shawna Trahan 
Samantha Van-Y 
Rachel Walch 
Paige Warden 
Elyse Weiss 
Allisha Whitfield 
Katie Wiggins 
Courtney Yoder 

President 
Past President 
President Elect 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Freshman Director 
Sophomore Director 
Junior Director 
Senior Director 
 

Advisors 

HL High School Interact Club 
2004-2005 Officers and Chairpersons 

Courtney Yoder 
George Davis 
Amanda Davis 
Natalie Foster 
Nicole Mieske 
Stephanie Foster 
Malory Clock 
Michelle Fitzgerald 
Mary Domsitz 
 

Bill Oliver 
Denise MacKenzie�

Interact meets twice monthly after school 

Meetings can be made up lunch time at: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: 

Kalkaska Memorial Hospital, Kalkaska 
McGuires, Cadillac 
Patti’s Townhouse, Grayling 
BJ’s, Gaylord 
Michael’s on the River, Roscommon 

Inbound Exchange Student: 
Home city, country: 
Outbound Exchange Student:  
Host country: 

Yuga Hatta  
Hamamatsu, Japan  
 

Rotary Club of Houghton Lake 
2004-2005 Officers and Board Members 

Rotary Club of HL  meets each Monday at Coyle’s-12:15pm 

2004-2005 Rotary Int. President:  Glenn E. Estess Sr. 2004-2005 Rotary Dist. 6290 Governor:  Dave Seabrook 

Proposed Members: 
 

Name Classification Business/Company Sponsor Week  

 
Kiley Hawes Mortgage Broker Universal Home Lending R. Cudney @ 
     
Any objections to proposed members must be submitted to the Rotary board before the third 
week on this list. A @ in the Week column indicates “Approved for membership”. 

HL Rotary news: 
 

·  Auction update—The theme is “Mexican” - each Rotarian will be given a som-
brero to wear, Coyle’s is catering Mexican-themed food, and marguerites will 
be served!  Sombreros will also be sold for $5 each, which will pay for the cost 
of decorations.  We will be selling chances to take a swing at a Piñata, which 
will have prizes inside such as gift certificates, etc. There will be 5 live auction 
items.  Get your ticket $$ to Bob.  We have procured over $41,000—our goal 
is $50,000.  Updated procurement detail and donator’s lists are on the web-
site.  Assignments and timelines for the event have been handed out.  Set-up 
will be on Friday, April 15th.   

·  Rotary Foundation has set aside some matching points to become eligible to 
be a Paul Harris Fellow.  See Randy for more information. 

 

HLHS Interact news: 
 

·  Upcoming fundraiser—valet parking and coat check for Auction.  

Vocational Service 
    Chair 
  Career Day 
  Interact 
  Strive Program 
  Scholarship 
  Life Leadership & 
    Meap Breakfast 
  Citizen & Vocational 
    Awards 

Debbie Banks 
 
Jim Deamud 
Bill Oliver 
Stacey Barnes 
Rodney Walker 
Greg McMillan 
 
Karen Patterson 

2004/2005 Committees 
Community Service 
    Chair 
  Park Project 
  Bike Rodeo 
 
  Track Meet 
  Adopt-a-Highway 

Tom Moreau 
 
Tom McNamara 
Darrell Milner/
Sheryl Tester 
 
Steve Hunter 

Club Service Chair 
  Club Historian 
  Auction 
  Golf Outing 
  Weekly Program 
  Weekly Bulletin   
  Webmaster 
  Membership &  
    Retention 
  Spouse Appreciation 
  Sergeant at Arms 

Anita Sheppard 
Terry Anderson 
John Stark 
Ron Homan 
Lou Boggs 
Stacey Barnes 
Gary Gandolfi 
Bob Gandolfi 
 
Terry Anderson 
Dan McGregor 

International Service 
    Chair 
  International  
    Exchange Program 
  World Community 
    Service Project 
  Foundation & Polio 
    Plus 

Wendy Turner 
 
Wendy Turner 
 
Gary Gandolfi 
 
Gary Gandolfi 
 

Randy Seymour 
Gary Gandolfi 

John Stark 
Debbie Banks 

Vicki Kalmbach 
Bert Sisson 

President 
Past President 
President Elect 
President Nominee 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

 
Board Member, Vocational Service 
Board Member, Community Service 
Board Member, Club Service 
Board Member, International Service 

 
Debbie Banks 

Tom Moreau 
Anita Sheppard 

Wendy Turner 
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