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Roscommon County’s K-9 Unit

Deputy Ed Stearn and Sheriff Fran
Staley introduced “Axel” to the Rotary
Club of Houghton Lake on October 20,
2003. Axel is a 1 year-old, 75 pound
German Shepherd. Axel and Deputy
Stearn make up Roscommon County’s
new K-9 unit.

Sheriff Staley explained that about
three years ago, Deputy Stearn ap-
proached him about having a K-9 pro-
gram. He was told that if he could find
the funding, they would do it. They col-
lected more than $22,000 from the com-
munity through donations, raffles, and
other fundraisers and this was enough
to at least get the program started.
There are ongoing costs of the program
as well. This includes training for both
the dog and the handler, dog food, and
veterinarian bills, to name a few. One
way the department has contributed to
the cost of the program is through the
sale of forfeited cars that Axel has
found drugs in. Other than that, the vet
in Roscommon has generously donated
his services and Deputy Stearn buys all
of the dog food himself. They are cur-
rently pursuing a grant to purchase a
bulletproof vest for Axel, which costs
between $2,000 and $3,000.

When Axel was brought into the
room, he immediately sniffed Sindy
Winkler's purse and he sat down, which
is his signal to Deputy Stearn that he
had found something. Deputy Stearn
searched Sindy's purse and pulled out a
bag of marijuana. (He had intentionally
“planted” it there before Axel was
brought in!) Axel was then rewarded
with his red rubber ball. Axel then pro-

ceeded to some other “planted” drugs
in the room and found them within sec-
onds.

Currently, Axel is trained in narcot-
ics, tracking lost people, criminal track-
ing, looking for articles, and protecting
his handler. He's not yet trained in un-
derwater rescue, but he may be start-
ing that next Summer. It's not recom-
mended that dogs be cross-trained in
narcotics and explosives because it
may be confusing to them. In regards
to how far away Axel can detect the
drugs, it depends on several factors
such as the quantity and age of the
drugs, and the climate.

When tracking lost people, a 30
foot leash and a special collar are
used. It helps to have a scented item
belonging to the lost person, but it's
not absolutely necessary.

Axel was imported from Holland
and he is trained in Dutch. This is a
real advantage to the handler because
nobody else, especially a criminal,
would know the commands.

Axel's work is all just a game to
him. He is not trained to be violent or
aggressive. When Axel is not working,
he’s just a normal, friendly, playful dog.
After a hard day's work, Axel goes
home with Deputy Stearn every night.
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Interact meets twice monthly during seminar

Interact Membership:
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October 20, 2003 retrospect:

Program: Roscommon County K-9 Unit
Interact Guests: Rachel Nauikow, Lauren Lambert
Other Guests: Ed Stearn, Fran Staley, Mary Walker, Greg Haskell, Susanna Vuorinen

Birthday: Stacey Barnes ($5 silence)

HL Rotary news:

There will be a membership seminar in Cadillac on November 15,
2003.

HLHS Interact news:

On October 30, 2003, there will be a pumpkin seed counting contest
at 5:00 p.m.

The next Interact Board meeting is scheduled for November 5th at
10:20 a.m. in the Choir Room at the High School.

The next Interact General meeting will be on November 5th at 10:50
a.m. in the Choir Room at the High School.

Proposed Members:

Name Classification Business/Company Sponsor Week

Greg McMillan School Administration
Brett Cook Broker

HL Community Schools R. Saterlee @
Edward Jones Investments S. Winkler 3

Any objections to proposed members must be submitted to the Rotary board before the third
week on this list. A @ in the Week column indicates “Approved for membership”.

Susanna Vuorinen
llmajoki, Finland

Inbound Exchange Student:
Home city, country:

Outbound Exchange Student:
Host country:

Meetings can be made up lunch time at:

( Monday: Hotel Kalkaska, Kalkaska
‘J Tuesday: McGuires, Cadillac
Wednesday:  Patti’'s Townhouse, Grayling
Thursday: BJ's, Gaylord
Fred's Tavern, Roscommon
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